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Introduction  
 

 
 

 [O Cupbearer! the tale of Cypress, Rose and Tulip goes on and on 

                                                                          And with the three washers this dispute goes on and on 

                                                                                All the parrots of Hindustan become sugar shatterers 

As this sugar candy of Farsi (Persian) to Bengal goes on and on  

(Hafiz of Shiraz)] 

 

On the occasion of the observance of the 966
th

 demise anniversary of Abu Rayhan Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Biruni (973 – 1048 AD), Abu Rayhan Biruni 

Foundation, Dhaka, considering the backwardness of  contemporary Muslim scholars in the fields of scientific, philosophical, religious and literary studies as 

well as persisting conflicts among various groups of people throughout the world, announces The First  International  Interdisciplinary 

Conference  on  the  Contribution  of  Muslim  Scholars to Science, Philosophy, Religion and Literature  and hereby 

calls for informative academic research papers by scholars at home and abroad. Abu Rayhan Biruni was born on 5 September 973 AD in Kath in the region of 

Khawarizm of what was then Iran (nowadays Uzbekistan) and died on 13
th

 December 1048 AD in the city of Ghazni, the capital city of the Ghaznavid ruler.  

He was a visionary and highly renowned philosopher and scientist. He contributed to the fields of science, philosophy, history, literature, culture, religion and 

society. His generous views and extensive efforts contributed to the historical, philosophical, scientific and inter-cultural development of a world marked by 

intellectuality and humanism as well as coexistence and peace.  

 

Muslim contributions to the field of science, philosophy, religion and literature are an indisputable universal truth.  The emergence of Islam with the verses of 

the Holy Quran and the sayings of Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) glorified the process of the development of Arabic Literary tradition. Hence, the traditions of 

Tafsir, Hadith, Fiqh, Tarikh emerged significantly during the early period of Islam. Refinement of the Persian literary tradition in Iran and its impact on the 

languages and culture of the Indo-Pak-Bangladesh Sub-continent is another important development. Al-Quran itself bears unbound appeal to the study of 

science, philosophy, history, religion, culture in numerous verses. Quranic cosmology regarding the movement of earth and the sun is far beyond the human 

imagination – ‘Each, floating (moving with balance) in an orbit [36:40]’; and ‘Travel throughout the earth and observe the consequences of the people who 

lived [here] before [30:42]’ depict a clear convergence of scientific, historic and social knowledge.  

 

Muslim philosophers and scientists not only contributed to several fields but also acted as a bridge between the eastern and western civilizations. Biruni is the 

best example of this trend as he translated much matters of Indian science, philosophy and religion into Arabic and many of the Greek philosophy and scientific 

contents into Sanskrit. It can be stated that there was a huge development in the fields of Science, Philosophy, Religion and Literature during the medieval 

period – from the seventh to sixteenth century. Hence, it will not be too much to claim that the foundation of modern science and philosophy was laid by the 

contribution of Muslim scholars from the medieval period. But, today, unfortunately, contemporary people, especially Muslims, are not aware of  their glorious 

past and they  seem to be dependent on the western system of education. The universities, colleges and other educational institutions has been established 

during the colonial period and follow the colonial and imperialistic system of education which has a dangerous setback that our people do not know their own , 

ثالثۀ غساله میرود وین بحث با    دساقی حدیث سرو و گل و الله میرو 

به بنگاله میرود  کهسی رزین قند فا  شکر شکن شوند همۀ طوطیان هند     



the glorious history of the foundation and expansion of Human knowledge and social morals and obligations. Unless and until the Muslims of the world come 

forward to try to regain their lost identity by repelling backwardness as well as all the existing adversities persisting within themselves and their society. It is 

also time for us to reconsider our ongoing visions and missions, which are fully contaminated by the deceptive plans of the Satanic powers, that we should fight 

each other in the name of Shia and Sunni, or Salafi and Wahhabi and so on or we should have to be united to make a strong Muslim Ummah with the spirit of 

Islam, leaving aside the sectorial or cynical divisions. Thus, it is time for  academics, researchers and literati as well as scholars to step forward to address these 

issues with the spirit of responsibility, sincerity and finally of the aspiration towards prevailing harmony and knowledge, peace and sustainable development, 

considering the fragile security and safety conditions of the contemporary world in general and of the Muslim world in particular.  

 

The proposed conference is interdisciplinary in format and will provide scope for writers, researchers and academics to come up with resourceful papers, 

recommendations and suggestions. We hope this effort will help our people, especially those involved in ruling the countries in question, as well as the 

international community in general, to understand the contemporary situation and find a way forward to get rid of it. Thus, we hope researchers, professors, 

teachers as well as outstanding research students from all over the world, especially from Europe, America, Iran, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Malaysia,  

India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh ,will participate in this interdisciplinary congress by sending their abstracts and papers in advance as well as by 

presenting them for the benefit of the audience in attendance. 

 

The presented papers will be published as ‘Collection of papers’ with ISBN number after reviewing and necessary editing by the members of the expert panel 

and editorial board.   

 

Abu Musa Mohammad Arif Billah (PhD from SOAS, University of London)   
Convenor, 3

rd
 Biruni Interdisciplinary International Conference 

Chairman, Abu Rayhan Biruni Foundation (ARBF); www.arbfbd.org 

 

Topics:  

1. Science:  
 Jabir ibn Haiyan    

 Muhammad ibn Musa Al-Khawarizmi  

 Thabit ibn Qurra  

 Abu Zayd Ahmed ibn Sahl Balkhi  

 Abu Bakr Al-Razi  

 Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali al-Mas'udi   

 Abu Ali Sina – Ibn Sina   

 Ibn Al-Haytham  

 Abu Rayhan ibn Ihmad Al-Biruni  

 Omar Khayyam  

 Ibn Zahur  

 Al Idrisi   

 Ibn Al-Baitar  

 Nasir al-Din Tusi   

 Ali al-Qalaṣadi  

 Taqi ad-Din Muhammad ibn Ma'ruf ash-Shami al-Asadi  

 Abdul Qadeer Khan  



 Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam  

 

2. Philosophy: 
 Ibn Ishaq al-Kindi  

 Abu Nasr Al-Farabi  

 Ibn Reushd  

 Ibn Khaldun  

 Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi 

 Abu Yaqub al-Sijistani 

 Muhiuddin Ibn al-Arabi  

 Muhammad Al-Ghazzali  

 Abu al-Hassan al-Amiri 

 Ebn Meskavayh 

 Al-Maʿarri 

 Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani 

 Molla Sadra  

 Nasir Khusraw 

 Najmuddin Kubra 

 Khawaja Nasir al-Din al-Tusi 

 Qotb al-Din Shirazi 

 Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi 

 Abu Mohammed Abd el-Hakh Ibn Sabin 

 Abdul Karim Jili 

 Shaykh‐i Bahāʾī 

 Shah Waliullah 

 Mir Mohammad Baqer Esterabadi 

 Mohammad-Taqi Ja'fari 

 Grand Ayatollah Mohammad Baqir al-Sadr 

 Morteza Motahhari  

 Ali Shariaty  

 Muhammad Iqbal 

 

3. Religion: 
 Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Talib  

 Hazrat Imam Hussain  

 Imam Abu Hanifa 

 Muhammad ibn Ismail Bukhari  

 Mansur Al-Hallaj  

 Abdul Qader Jilani  

 Muhammad Al-Ghazzali  
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 Abul Hassan Ali Ibn Usman al-Hajveri al-Ghaznawi  

 Khawaja Muinuddin Chishti  

 Hazrat Shah Jalal  

 Shaikh Abdul Haq Muhaddes Dehlani  

 Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi  

 Jamaluddin Afghani  

 Marmaduke Pickthall  

 Allameh Tabatabaei  

 Ayatullah Khomeini  

 Ayatullah Morteza Motahhari 

 Ayatullah Beheshti   

 Jeffrey Lang 

 Martin Lings 

 

4. Literature:  
 Hazrat Ali Ibn Abi Taleb  

 Hasan bin Thabit 

 Kaab bin zuhair  

 Mansur Al-Hallaj  

 Abul Qasem Firdausi  

 Shaikh Fariduddin Attar  

 Jalal al-Din Muhammad Rumi  

 Shaikh Saadi  

 Khawaja Shamsuddin Hafez  

 Amir Khasrau Dehlavi  

 Shah Muhammad Sagir  

 Malik Muhammad Jayasi  

 Ahmad Shawqi  

 Mahmud Darwish  

 Alaol 

 Ubaidullah Obaidi  

 Abdul Qader Bidel  

 Mir Muhammad Taki Mir  

 Mir Mosharraf Hossain  

 Muhammad Iqbal  

 Kazi Nazrul Islam   
 

The proposed topics are the guidelines for the contributors. Any topic relevant to the theme as well as panels of the conference will also be welcomed.  

 



Publication : All accepted papers will be published as a special publication with an ISBN number. A printed copy of the collection of the papers will  

also be sent to the author after the conference finishes. 

Programme  : Will be available with the conference website from the 3rd week of November 2015 

Accommodation : please see the Grants and Accommodation below 

Grants : limited number of bursary for local hospitality available for those who sends their abstract and article in time and get registered as early 

as possible. The grant will be awarded on the basis of real need for the applicant and the quality of paper.  

 

Authors’ Guidelines:  
 Length of abstract: 250-300 words including the purpose, methodology and conclusion. 

 Key words: up to 7 words 

 First page include: first name, family name, current position and affiliation, Tel & Fax no., legal residential address and email 

  Length of paper: up to 5000 words (abstract & bibliography included) 

  Literature references: inside the text as (Ashraf, 1980: 20) 

  Sources: sorted at the end of paper as: Ashraf, Ali, (1983) Muslim Traditions in Bengali Literature, Dhaka: Islamic Foundation, Bangladesh.  

 Paper should be original and exclusively submitted to the conference. 

  C.V. (personal statement) in a separate file up to 250 words 

All good quality research papers will be published as ‘Biruni Commemoration Volumes – 2015, University of Dhaka’ after reviewing and necessary editing by 

the members of an expert panel and editorial board.   

Submission of Abstracts : Please submit your abstract direct to the e-mail of the convenor and co-convenor of your panel and send a cc copy to 

ammarifbillah@gmail.com  

Submission of papers : Please submit your paper direct to the e-mail of the convenor and co-convenor of your panel and send a cc copy to 

ammarifbillah@gmail.com 

Languages   : English, Bengali and Persian [Abstracts other than English should be accompanied by English translation]   

Accommodation:  
Biruni foundation has arranged some rooms for the foreign guests with subsidised rates – $40 (double room sharing) per person per night  with foods , within 

Dhaka University premises and $50 (double room sharing) per person per night with breakfast, launch and dinner at a 4 star standard hotel.  

 

Those interested in staying in these rooms please contact as soon as possible through the e-mail account below:  

E-mail: ammarifbillah@gmail.com; Mobile: 01758746905 

Keynote Speaker Biography: Bruce B. Lawrence (at Duke since 1971) is the Nancy and Jeffrey Marcus Humanities Professor Emeritus of Religion at 

Duke University. A graduate of Princeton University (1962), he earned his doctorate at Yale University in History of Religions (1972). At Yale he was trained 

to engage both the Middle East and South Asia, with particular reference to the cultures and languages, the history and religious practices marked as Muslim. 

But he also concerns himself with the non-Muslim religious traditions of Asia, especially Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and Jainism, at the same time that he 
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pursues the turbulent reconnections of Europe to Asia forged in colonial, and then post-colonial encounters. His early books explored the intellectual and social 

history of Asian Muslims. Shahrastani on the Indian Religions (1976) was followed by Notes from a Distant Flute (1978), The Rose and the Rock (1979) and 

Ibn Khaldun and Islamic Ideology (1984). Since the mid-1980s, he has been concerned with the interplay between religion and ideology. The test case of 

fundamentalism became the topic of his award-winning monograph, Defenders of God: The Fundamentalist Revolt against the Modern Age (1989/1995). A 

parallel but more limited enquiry informed his later monograph, Shattering the Myth: Islam beyond Violence (1998/2000). It is the thorny issue of religious 

pluralism and diasporic communities that guides his monograph on Asian religions in America (Columbia University Press, November 2002). New Faiths/Old 

Fears concerns Asian religions in America since 1965, examining how they both converge with and challenge North American norms and values. He has also 

written three collaborative works with colleagues from North Carolina. The first, Beyond Turk and Hindu: Contesting Islamicate India, was edited with 

Professor David Gilmartin of North Carolina State University, and published by University Press of Florida in December 2000 (with an Indian edition in 

September 2002). The other was co-written with Professor Carl Ernst of the University of North Carolina. Sufi Martyrs to Love: The Chishti Brotherhood in 

South Asia and Beyond, was published from Palgrave Press, also in November 2002. Most recently, with his Duke colleague and spouse, dr. Miriam Cooke of 

Asian and African Languages and Literatures, he has co-edited Muslim Networks from Hajj to Hip Hop, published in March 2005 from UNC Press.  

He has also written a best selling book, The Qur’an – A Biography (2007), and his latest popular book – Who is Allah? – is due to be published in 

March 2015 from UNC Press, in the series on Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks, which he co-edits with Professor Carl Ernst of UNC. His 

scholarly paper entitled “Al-Biruni: Against the Grain” is published in CM Critical Muslim, Issue 12, Muslim Institute.   

Contact:  Dr Abu Musa Mohammad Arif Billah, (PhD from School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS, University of London),  
Chairman, Abu Rayhan Biruni Foundation (ARBF), Dhaka, Bangladesh;  

Convenor: 3
rd

 Biruni Interdisciplinary International Conference  

Ex- Chairman, Department of Persian and Urdu, University of Dhaka 

Associate Professor, Department of Persian language and literature,  

University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

E-mail:  ammarifbillah@gmail.com; Mobile: 01758746905; Biruni Foundation Website: www.arbfbd.org 

 

Mr. Waliul Maroof Matin  

Secretary General, Abu Rayhan Biruni Foundation (ARBF), Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Co-Convenor: 3rd Biruni Interdisciplinary International Conference  

E-mail: maroof@dhaka.net  

 

Link for other available hotels in Dhaka: 

 

http://www.parjatan.gov.bd/accommod_bpc.php 

 

http://www.hotelium.com/Place/Dhaka_1.htm?dst=AU01-01-1159&gclid=CNGxl5PLwLgCFWJS4godIjQAeg 
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