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which verse quotations from the Shahnameh can be found. The quo-
tation of two /asacawr bayts is also important because no /ascuwi
verse has been available till now. Lasacawi, like khusravant, was a
kind of syllabic poem or a musical mode.

Access to lost books and quotes from them is another feature of
Khalg al-Insan, quotes from lost books like Ibn Mugaffa’s
Khudaynamah, Sallami’s Akhbar Wulati Khurdsan, and Abtzayd
Ahmad b. Sahl Balkh1’s Al-Bahth ‘an al-Ta ‘wilat.

Despite the importance of Khalg al-Insan, the book was not widely
circulated and after around 900 years since its writing, except the au-
thor’s son, only three other writers have had access to the text and have
quoted from it with citations: Sadid al-Din Muhammad b. Muhammad
‘UfT (alive in 630/1233) in two of his books namely Nuzhah al-"Uqil fi
Lata 'if al-Fusil and Jawami * al-Hikayat wa Lawami * al-Riwayat, Si-
yyid ‘Ali Khan b. Ahmad Madant Shirazi (d. 1120/1708), with an interval
of 5 centuries, and 2 centuries later Muhammad b. ‘Al1 Showkani
Yamani (d. 1250/1834).

In the present article, Persian verses quoted in Khalg al-Insan are
collected, edited, and collated with other sources. Persian phrases are
also extracted from the book and reported at the end of the article.

Three extant copies of Khalg al-Insan are available: MS no. 10136
of the Islamic Consultative Assembly Library, MS no. 3526 kept in the
Central Library of Astan Guds Razavi, and MS no. 2445 possessed by
Dar al-Kutub of Cairo. The three copies consist, unfortunately, of the
second book of Khalg al-Insan only, so the first fifty sessions of the book
are not yet available.
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(conventional invocation and praise of God) and salawatiyah (conventional
salutation upon the prophet of Islam). In each session, the author first
discusses generalities and theoretical considerations of the matter at
hand followed by relevant hadiths, traditions, anecdotes, verses and
sayings of Prophets, Companions, Sufis, philosophers, kings, viziers
and literary scholars. The book is thus turned into a rich source of
sayings from Sufis, mystics, pious men, together with Arabic verse
quotations and anecdotes. Verse quotations are so numerous that they
can form an important thematic collection in their own right.
Although no poetry has come down to us from Bayan al-Hagq, his
writings testify to the fact that he was a man of letters and a literary
scholar. That is perhaps why a great part of Khalg al-Insan is dedi-
cated to poetry written by Arabic-language poets on different sub-
jects. The author does not, however, limit himself to Arabic verses
and avails himself of Persian verses as well when the occasion aris-
es. The Persian verses, amounting to 97 bayts, were all written be-
fore 521/1127 which make them significant as literary fragments.
Several of the verse lines have not been recorded in other sources,
and different readings of verses already extant in other sources are
sometimes provided or their writers identified. Bayan al-Haq does
not seem to be bound to mention the name of the poets from whom
he quotes, but the few names he mentions indicate the importance of
the verse lines, namely lines from Mansir b. “AlTl Mantiqi Razi
(d.around 367/978 to 380/990), Qazi Sa“id (d. 431/1040) and Abu al-Qasim
Ahmadb. Hasan Maymandi the Vizier (d. 424/1033). There are also 54
moral and wisdom verse quotations from the Shahnameh which
shows Bayan al-Haq’s mastery of the work. There are five other
contemporary or earlier works in which verse lines from the
Shahnameh are quoted (while quotations in Khalg al-Insan are much more
significant). Khalq al-Insan is, however, the oldest Arabic source in



Preface

Bayan al-Haq Mahmid b. Abi al-Hassan b. Husayn Nayshabiri
Ghaznavi(d.521/1127) was a celebrated scholar and judge of his time and
a Ghaznavid statesman, importantly during the reign of Sultan Yamin
al-Dawlah Bahramshah (511-552/1117-1157) and the father of Abt Ja“far
Mu‘1n al-Din Muhammad b. Mahmiid NayshabiirT, the author of Tafsir
Basa 'ir Yamint. His extant works include fjaz al-Bayan ‘an Ma 'ant al-
Qur ‘an, Bahir al-Bayan fi Ma ‘ant Mushkilat al-Qur ‘an, and Jumal al-
Ghara 'ib fi Tafsir Gharib al-Hadith wa Khalq al-Insan. In the present
article, a detailed study of Jumal al-Ghara 'ib will follow a brief biog-
raphy of Nayshabiiri, and then Persian verse quotations in the commen-
tary will be dealt with.

Khalq al-Insan (Creation of the Human Being) is a detailed commentary
on the Quranic verse “and within your souls [are signs for those pos-
sessing certainty] Do you not then behold?” (al-Dhariyat, verse 21). The
commentary is arranged in 100 sessions, the first fifty sessions dealing
with human organs (khalq al-Insan) and the second fifty sessions dealing
with human temperament and character. Writing books of the khalq
al-Insan type and enumerating different names of human organs were
commonplace among early writers who used the word khalg as an
equivalentofhumanoranimal organs. However, the commentary Khalq
al-Insan by Bayan al-Haq, despite the title, cannot belong to this literary
(and sometimes medical) genre. Although based on the same tradition, the
book goes beyond the limits of the genre and begins to take on a life of
its own. The author fuses this literary type with majlis nevisT (session
writing) into a new genre. We know that session writing was popular in
the greater Khurasan and other parts of the Islamic world in the middle
centuries, and many literary, mystical, and exegetical sessions were
written at the time.

Every session consists of a literary essay with its own tahmidiyah
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