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. Sic itur ad astra

. Harrassowitz . L . . .

. Menso Folkerts and Richard Lorch (eds), Sic itur ad astra. Studien zur Geschichte der Mathematik und
Naturwissenschaften. Festschrift fur den Arabisten Paul Kunitzsch zum 70. Geburtstag, Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz, 2000. Some of the information on Kunitzsch’s life in this obituary was taken from the extensive
‘Lebenslauf” included in the Festschrift.

Menso Folkerts

Davidstrale .

The European Patent Office .

Project Ptolemaeus Arabus et Latinus
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To: Dr. Mohammed Bagheri, Director, History of Science Dept.
fax no. O00%8-21-659201

from: Prof. Paul Kunitzsch, c¢/o Institute for the History of Science,
University of Munich, fax no. +89-.2180-3162

Lok

d

Munich, 15-01-1998

Dear Professor Bagheri,

(Y+¥+-13Y+) oS Jo

I om pleased to hear from you, and it is a pleasure to answer your

question about the star nome banat n=Ssh.

As it seems the name was originally given to the seven stars

%fyéeTn Ursae Majoris and was afterwards split up into ban&t naCsh

al-kubrd (for these stars in Ursa Maior) and banit naSsh al-sughra
(for the similar configuration of seven stars in Ursa Minor).

The original meaning of the name cannot be established with certainty.

Folk etymology understocd naSsh in the common sense of the word as

"bier", and the constellation was taken 2s a bier (the four stars
afyd  UMa) with the banmt ( €87 UMa) as the mourning women
walking behind the bier. But this is folk etymology. It is probable
that na€sh originnlly represented some older, now unknown name or
meaning. Tt is striking that the word nash, in the pame, is used
without the article al- which points to the fact that it originally

zj Was not the common noun '"bier", but rather some proper name, perhaps

: of a deity or something the like, and perhaps of older Semitic

Wﬁi@ beckground. But there are no safe comparisons to certain older

.\VVEQ Semitic nsmes or words. The orientalist F. Hommel produced some specu-

" Vi lations about Hebrew parallels, but this is highly doubtful and

@§;@ cannot be taken as certain. References: F, Hommel, Ueber den Ursprung

T und das Alter der arabischen Sternnamen..., in: Zeitschrift der

i_ Deutschen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft 45 (1891), p. 594f.; P. Kunitzsch

Untersuchungen zur Sternnomepklatur der Araber, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz,

1961 (nos. 55-56) ; idem, Remarks on Possible Relations Between Ancient

Arabis and the Neighbouring Civilizations,.., in: Studies in the

History of Arabia, vol. II: Pre-Islamic dArabia, Riyadh, 1984, pp.

201-205. .(My book "Untersuchungen..." gives a catalogue of 329 old

Arabic indigenous star n°mes, i.e. nomes not received through trans-

lation from Greek sources; it can be cited f?r 2ll old Arabic star

names that will be cited in Your Encyclopaedia.)

With best wishes and regards, and looking forward, in shd'all@h, to
another meeting in the Iuture,

7SN

Yours sincerely,

¢

(Prof. P, Kunitzsch)




