P g

r r " L’-.:./Cfb/a{;zé/j);‘M)

\\'M'JL/A'TS/V:;{.‘%‘)}")JO‘:A?5/»

u;@ u" )//W

d

T 2 F
At



s 3t 3 les
VP AT

&

“ ) ’./
4
t//, f
PY R o4
wlini e (5loeidg 3y By dolladgs
WAY Jlo &Y dasoud (o2jlsd Jlw cyis 590

WYY 550 YIOVE« + &ob sliw] &y gy - (oode joom0 (gl
S g Clid psle &)l |

BT 28 Band 5 3B adle

VLol Sg05
ol 93 Ly L) oSkl
S9SN Slpe (Mg} 35 0 1kl ol
d;‘)'l' ﬁf' J}im-o PYRY
S5 (rdlone : yud paw
(0130 S 1yad g (yglre

sbb o Ohblwbus 1 &1 pao

w29 ola

oMo olB iy sbiwl) amly ol o o) g o8l Jliisls) (s (S ()5 oKl sliasl) caid )M e sesmo
ol iy sbiwl) Buo dsls o o)l yps o8 ily sbiwl) Bl Byl e o ol s olKisls sliwl) Blo,y e o olbll
Jusliwl) (esdie s o ooyled slSiily sliwl) (susle dgemme oyl g5 oKl sbiwl) JSis jaaie o 05)ls>
(o) o&uzsls sbuwl) (ol )3 5 pal 8 dnl o Lo &ilsulis”

j qu.c’C,I 9l
il (13B) coy uox o Jgl Sl panion Lo poMe (o 18T (15 y0l) yYlusdel dga5m0 ¢ o3 3155 gl I e dpuw
il (g doo (ladSCl) <) Joby (U 51) 3513 Cpp il B) Ly sl B 3By doma () 03ljic
(ila) Sy sy b o) (alig Gols (S2,01)
cstwogy Migw :u.:l)id:dm
o 038 il 9 B, 9%
VVAY 6 jlouds ¢yl ol g ol &Kuiild (¢ oMol M LS ¢l o5
WWNOFATON iy duolis
FEEEYON 1)55,90  FEFALNY 50l
www.mirasmaktoob.ir

ayenemiras@mirasmaktoob.ir
ayenemiras@gmail.com

JUy0eeee g



mailto:ayenemiras@mirasmaktoob.ir

w‘é‘)\»uﬁébhﬂd\d&ndm

w....»u/f.au/.xu\.. ;),,.LAU\ acs g 3 CJ.L.A;\)\

ol -")‘ Alas il s oo a4 e u\-«-‘ﬁ
w»\ﬁw\.wjéw‘J}Qw\awwhgbéuégﬂb
e o ol Hols 5o .ML 5o r.fv..w aallad g o T OVl den
e g ol | 5 55 ey 5 e e olg B 5e

o ar g 5 Ol 4 558 0 il 33 B ais 55 3l

Al ol sai 5 slezag s Jols L Al

Al s Ole s Sas 2 5 s i s

Aol adSAY BN ool B S s esladS e b o) bl kb s
el e il s slamly 5 Dl sl ol s ol pleeSn 3 1,50 5502
lep Jlash ) o 0d cpl SIS )0 o s sobte 4y p i o8y 5

e i s R 60, S Ulea 5 2o ba Ll wose Col A S oy, Al p el g
D53 Ll Ola gy eol] &ypo a4 olas 5 Woda dasls ses oKV

ke mlie g Sl 5 e L o cl g D5 4wl Ol s

el (69,2 Dbl -yl S5 t\;»)\ AR mjj\ A obe o e a0 o Al olels )l
Al i gls )l SSOAN AYYVO il ) oo led [/,\.\.a- b Silsls ol
t\._>)|J_§\ (\¢: ATV san )L_A)uaa)\.w[/,\la] feob seb 1adl edi 5 e ) s
.,\_.,,Lv_k.stb)\.x_.,w\_wodut\;-)\;\ oao 3l sglen el OUS Sles 4 gum
[/oda] oS b il qul s oo S5 OUS ol sl Gl a4 (m mlie 4 # )l )
o2 s

Dl e ) o 4 Olud g Slelal 5l e il dlis pls

At U e W,S 4] (DS oL b b Ssls Pl slglS
bt pb [ R W; 2] DS o pb gl a1 08 slelS
om0 [ G e ] e pU /S ob s ol gien b 0l (Sl g ol e

I CI PRI S WP S P ES eU s b el o500 Jlool e el e
s el pali sl 5 (S Sy s JuS Sl ‘@'\?’Lﬂ

Lo/ S S ey Glas a by e 2/ 8l s Slas 4]y Clas 5 oYl L)
b s JL L ayenemiras@mirasmaktoob.ir , ayenemiras@gmail.com &/,


mailto:ayenemiras@gmail.com

Mops e
s s






5 X5 3w cnl Ol Al &S Sl (Ol lel 1l a4
e o8t 2lsm ol 5 ml laasl calal el 25 5l o Lt Lty )

2ol a5 (53l 0 r\.‘:-)‘ OW dara (i3 e ey (ghocmels

ol o sl O—l\ 3‘,_;-9456_13\ HL Lals sl \.é.;\ﬂ\é\.g‘&b)@gxzfj\.g B

e ptatils cnps iy Sl e ) 8 B 4 oo by i
Lol )] SIS 5o lamy 5 Kin,5) Jas 4 0au b Joaal b &5 Glamlae ) )Ll e
NSy a8 absse b e ) Jie ol i Ol 4 Ll el S
o e S Ly caSa sl 0 e 25 S S5 olmas
i ol |y oy o) o oS s il 5l s 8 a0k e ilas 31 5
5 GieleS by 5l s cde an wle a8 sun (YOY A\ YAD olal )«
Wt Soa— plse I a5 0o S ot 98 Jlsm 0l 5 o L e
NS d 50 s po S 00 S 2 s by JM BERRESY
slaa sl 5 sumte OYLGEs 5 a5 ‘\.g.':_,.‘b\n\g_ ddowe 00 o;\.a- & ‘u“"u‘“"'“‘)‘
03,5 s 48 S B slaaastia 51 S b 53 & 5 ilins & Sl
FS35h A s a5 el 5 ALAGE Dl Gus P el ez She )y el i
el 05 S 331 S 5 e a1 S5 5wy ezl U asblead 4 55 s
003 S &S B i 3 S 5l a8 K il a5 assl s Jls cal b
PEIPY: U AP CH RTIPCN | RSN P V- W A E VR Y Gatand

Conss s u\v\) U"\ Lol e uﬁja- Cel 0 giw \) v.ajﬂ‘— 6M _)\ 6\1»\.9 w..:\b



Y e S e :uj /%

LS5 el kel o8 S a5 3l 5zl w5 opet 51 lis3l ) oS
3 Sl s 3 Sl e (s e S ol &S5 2 1) s B
SUidss 5l S s 5 e 3 S bl w510 58 S5 e e
= ol i e s gl e S8 55 el Ko S5 0osn
L os wlg el 8 (K3 S a8 s Gr dimed Lo 550l 05 4 a5 e
L sl acals 1) Gralaul SUls ilomg 5 ot Ble om o0 5 o)l
AYOO-YOF :plan) «ams oo Lgdlaal 5 5\ 5 us 58 adle ], 2d By wlsy

Jpiin esli ool 5 L5 Auliiils )y s Jooe iy 4 &S |3
Sl Glaaadio s Olbmear Lgralbol Lol b sl iy 2o p pas
o) ol 5o il oy S s bl an Wl 0 29
SShas P3| W R I T S LK — il g P>
by i gl L& 51 ) o 03 g0 3 45 b ) oo Ol o (Sre
-rbgj. w2 e 5l

Olote Aady) So9o 4 s = P ol sl 0 J) AY T oAl
iz Uy 98508 55 5wt g OV 55wy 8 5 aren Jaih 5 ol 03 S
Golsl 5o p B aS el osls gl (iles S s 55l OL s &S Sl
o S ol a3 S Jlasl ) pladis S5 slale 850 (e
)'\A_guj\_wM&)J\P&.\):QWGMASM\QM614"3)5@:».@"
s aS ol ol belos » H 4 5,08 o el a3 0 cpl jas
2248 oo an |y Ghas JLS ol (LB pmsir s e el
53,8 S8 amio (VU (ia aS 8550 il 4 im0 @l neso e
Ao by o LU s Sl ol ea b i 25 50 e pl@ L s
DS e 4 e sl

el (s B adle o Sond 4 by e mlie sue ) 2 5l e
J._';'GM\J‘QL_&;}}&}@&‘w\@m\y@z@"wq,\w;&\
oo e |l iy 4 Mady oso 4 Ly asx LYo ke ol 5o a
oo o Slear Ol o sleads ol Sl 5o 005 31 J8 LS



0/ G o S 5 us 3 aeds

RN ONECON 15 I E A VS PO VA O S PV S| R Sy S
o= ol o ot andl ol by e ol o) s s 3 OMeass Sz 4 L
3505 6,5k 5 28U 4 5L 5, 5e el 5o 4SS s bl o s Nz
P> N B ;SJL"” eéjbéu_wb\)jpujdjp Sledde Lf“ﬁfg
Ay 3 s Oy 5l e 5 s b Jdllas o e puame
b2 s 2 5 (I OB) Lol s s s 55 (Sl e
i s 5o el o Sl s oz (XA YY) 58 a5 16
548 (YYVA=YYVe o gl (o553 18 AT O) g 33l dame
Jie) ($558 b et ol oo o o 511 0] ols 5 il o 50!
;).3&.«&,&&5): A8 e ool (VYAA Sloal A L o, AFYY C ) VY s
st ey 5 sl 0 d g 0 O Aesie 53 L8 e C“‘O’L"
s S o o) s o WA JL 5l i | L &/JL,:/CJJ)\M
e 5o el Jeaeme e a1y ais J ool (YYFA-YYFA o o oles)
3B Sl e 15 e s e 53 | 25 i 5ol 5 (Sl
C_w @b O &Ld.c )\ wjjs w\.u\.w\ u.:\ ) og)’\ﬁ JuSL;A w-.S(d\\ﬂ\f
o e (ol T llas g Gage deme it (BVYY e O) (ool oola
Sl s e Lood sl 51y ohsiih 2ol il 50 51 S (GEVYY - &) el s
laads 5o 53 s sl S o2 (Slal Pl liaases 5 cusl Jsw Jlae
ol 3V Jlw sa3les 6 5o S e S Eaba 456~;> 5l Q\JSA{ Rpes
M&Wﬁwﬁﬁ‘@m‘wﬁwwfw\eé&%‘w
ol o=l 5l 5 o] aufda oo olaal plas b ol s 51 5 el g o
e W15 e 5S cpadlels a5 1l Juad e c\:' e o Ol
c\_g‘u_i‘-jjé u—"“"‘j\}’\ﬁ L;LCM W) ¢J)\ S S5 £ u\).:)ﬁ) ‘LQ'ALB:
ASlis G 50n YYYO Lo lgeslool (pon ) X 55 e Kokl s o o ol 35
5 ol 039y aMe K55 Sl pliwss ) aS ool & ey (=W o ) 2



Y e S e “;\l‘“ /%

158 o 08 5 gl sl udne s S lapllas
23 s M ) ey g 353 Sl 8 53 350 Sl e e ]
53 abs a5 51 U8 Il 53 (S s Logaine 5 ol 5 Ol 25k
PP N P P SR VPP R WU I [ R S CW | AR
23 525 e yda i 3 S 0 ais sl lie Bl e ) Lo paie 5 o
(A AYYA ol ) 30 ol

5 pote a5 en5)s saiatils Kb a4 O 5l i s el 4zl Ll
Ko %5038 S o5 oo plallidie (O ame 51 okl )las
28 Wl 53 S b o Ll 4 s S | a1l
9 Rl o f A gleds, b s> ol bl 550 53 45 6 Ko 1S
PO T U T JCI oo i 0 V5 B R E [ W D S8 [ PV
oS A s 4 el O el (B3 ol e ez e e pliils L oS
o b 0l ol 5 S e g S 0 T i s g5l 0
AYAA (o5 3) 3 5md gn Ol smil 3 553 T (o gn b & aSolin 3 8 ol 3
St el s e Js 4 S ) ol s o) BBl a5 i ol e (Y55 o
) A e o gmme 0 o)y sl p (ARl sli) K Lls | Joles
oo s 55 350mel 0les e 5o a2,y (Ve DYV sen ADV AYF-
= u..h\_.u sl olse 4 - Bkl JjY\@J.) i )3 45(,.33\;@ 2ls
FOY AV 3 ¥V AYAA 25 3) o S il Luildl dejue s 51 0G5 cnl
2 35 ol (gl B3l et w225 a8 GGl 2 3 p e e o] Ll L(YTY
G g Cunyd i |y dlae ol el 5 S o (6 85 iUl B
215 il b 0Ly s S anilasy o sl |5 te0 5 4SS o 03l

ablal 5,50 55 2 5 0 el 5 S lis el b lealElasls Joasdlp Sl 5 pa 2 S50
aS a4l Ll sls s 0l cal b &S el s B (gsuil B0l s
) s s (O IYAY (g D) 23 515 g3 stma 51 5 55l 3 0l s 3
o 4wl nl 63554 e S e sl e sl 5l s sls e s Sl B sl & 58, 56T

A Gl ae 35l 0bs ol ST sl s s e



V/ G o S 5 Gus 3 aeds

o) aedle SOl o Ll VY YA asl i) ol 0350 48 81 5 o g e By
sl ae 1y el Q\‘,SGQ.S é.g R o wﬁ\ﬁ oW ansoe 5ol oL
ool s e a8 ol w5 55 W fud o ol L alaaly
e 3 5 Jomaos 48 08 e L5 5 en gy Gl dese 5 o) s 30U
S5 sl e s @has Joass sl Il 55 1azS e b Jle aw (]
S @olass OVl O 314 (AN o F 2oVl (s 5) axl e
ce 4 wai o olsl o) oledS cdsl w5 oS ST Sy s Jeams S3
Sl wjfdo Oy o aldbue 50 ansde ool 4 2, |5 g s Olblas
GV Il s a8 cul cpl S o i 1) 0B ol 4l (AFA AP )
ol sl e s S el 1) 58 4 o5 4 s e o] &S UL
.,\.54*@ u*“\j UA%JS.,\.S& g:a-w\j.‘;)é ‘u"ché o,\.cmu e 93 )\ 0D oo
il 3l assl Ll L0748 AYAA 2 3) sl as s sl 4 Wde (o e ol b
R W S SN U v e S W ) C51 W A TSPV
o ) 5l Ui B S S (S il e 0L 4 Ll 8
WY Gl plas 5l o sl NS g5l 3 03 b oa S
I Ll Gl s oLEE 5 oals s 1 (K55 Gl g st Lot s_aeS
=295 sl (VA FAZFA Y iolen) Canl 53 S dem 5w b 4 (g gudl
2 48 358 gn pshae al 5l 0y 51O e 5l G s ke Sl Kb L
S Ay ‘6,&\ s s\elS s L‘/J;Z//CJ/,L‘ ke ((lector) « sS80» s\leS
Ll ol s ams 8 e 1y LS m) Al o&E ol S5 ol b5 (YT 1len)
g o Jole YV XP YOA XFY XYF iplas) Cd 00 S e ke £ 5
e s 1y (S bt s 3l QUL ol S i
5ot 5 0l 53 L oml a8 I8 s B s sl 5 e e 0l
RO PP 3 RIS YO ST PRCVS Iy | P JEIges
S Ly s 3 @L._WT S S ol ol ga Jfg.a O ol aas g L
Gt b 3 asm o 0l 15008 8 g0 0S5 4 ol 8 5l ey B el



FY el &l 21 /A

Ll by S5 Gt obss oles 51T Lo, b ol 3 ele gl ala
Haes Lol oo csll gy 5o ol ool aSal 5o Ll ol oo oas
e (P 35S s

)b 5OV F 55508 L o La) WYY SUllas oy 535 s 58
Ao Caec a5 ) 35500 oM 4 W QU,T 5 4y b 5l 5 A8 e S -
e ple i aSplin 5 anals Lo YV L 5l ol cal 0o (0 o) ¢
03 9 u;\ﬁ “,.g,aijsS &S ool asll Jame jo 1y moes by 5o Glate
ol o= o 2Loal slede 51 53 6}4-’“}*\4 5 w8l 4l o
LS S s Bgoda |y apmdly el il 5 o 4 i olty] 3l 80t
an S o8 o Olides L Ll 5 slow o 0lsr K pom 0 01 Lasl 4 05,5
128 8 Wl 55 (K e 3l o L

GVYYY Lalol 51 a8 sl 5595 scazls o595 Slea Losl 5o 53 adle S5
S Lol 5 uS e ali8 pud i Ll ol Y ¥ SWless b
" I sl sl s wlesbe glayl oy meoas Lal Lol ol 0 st
NS o8 s 53 &S G355 5 02 (25 pman 5 oo Ol Laad
c xSl S VY o) o tllis Gy pan) K53 e i a8l
Gl 03 gt oS 8 e a1y ) bt g8 48 (el uliasles i
C'w(f @U? 9 WK,\ o f}})v\f] S p e S (0 o z ol)
g o) sl R s e Nl ul pen AL 3 s glo DD oLl
o) 53 2Bl alsl sl S e b aS as 15 5 e s s 5 ol ol &S

Wload Joas 63 5 a4 G amelS Bl oSS S (6 08 sl Ll BdS Wl pl s L)

rkﬁldmlﬁ)géxl;@wskn» oA I8 4 s sl sl i s e 5oy S Gl (Sas

OSee S9) S dies Olas ) Sl (e o8 L) (e nnt Ll (LI L (608 sleale
N0NOF o clgrslool (s 38) «aS oy pm s 55, b OOsl el

2. Anthony Ashley Bevan (1859-1933).

3. Alexander George Ellis (1851-1942).

4. Henry Frederick Amedroz (1854-1917).

5. Edward Granvile Browne (1862-1926).
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1. Hartwig Derenbourg (1844-1908).
2. Antoine Meillet (1866-1936).
3. Clément Huart (1854-1926).
4. Paul Casanova (1861-1926).
5. Gabriel Ferrand (1864-1935).
6. Louis Massignon (1883-1962).
7. Henri Massé (1886-1969).

8. Edgard Blochet (1870-1937).
9. Paul Pelliot (1878-1945).
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1. Sebastian Beck (1878-1951).
2. Edward Sachau (1845-1930).
3. Oskar Mann (1867-1917).

4. Bernhard Moritz (1859-1939).
5. Eugen Mittwoch (1876-1942).
6. Martin Hartmann (1851-1918).
7. Anhalter Bahnhof.
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1. Theodor Noldeke (1836-1930).
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1. The Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain.
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1. Karl Siissheim (1878-1947).
2. Bibliographie des ouvrages arabes ou relative aux arabes.
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1. Joseph von Hammer Purgstall (1774-1856).
2. Guy Le Strange (1854-1933).
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1. And although their scholarship is generally of a somewhat narrow kind, it is, so
far as it goes, sound, accurate, and even in a sense critical. The finest Persian
scholar I know, Mirza Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab of Qazwin, is one who
has superimposed on this foundation a knowledge of European critical methods
acquired in England, France, and Germany (Browne 1956: 4/372).
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1. One of the most learned and scholarly Persians whom it has ever been my good
fortune to meet (Browne 1956: 365).

2. That great scholar Mirza Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab of Qazwin (Browne
1920: 448).

3.... The high traditions of criticism and accuracy established by Mirza Muhammad
Khan of Qazwin (Browne 1956: 490).
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1. To the first volume is prefixed a critical Persian Preface by my learned friend
Mirza Muhammad b. ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab of Qazwin, who constructed it almost
entirely out of the only materials which can be regarded as trustworthy, namely,
the information which can be gleaned from the poet’s own works. As this preface
is untranslated, and is, moreover, the best and most critical account of ‘Attar
which we yet possess, | shall in what here follows make almost exclusive use of it
(Browne 1956: 507).

2. A full and critical account of this talented family, based on researches equally
extensive and minute, is given by Mirza Muhammad of Qazwin, one of the finest
and most critical Persian scholars whom | ever met, in his introduction to the
Tarikh-i-Jahan-gusha” (Browne 1956: 3/21).

3. To the great Persian scholar, Muhammad b. ‘Abd-al-Wahhab Qazvini, as a token
of friendship and admiration. (See Minorsky 1937).
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1. Since writing this, | have published in the JRAS. for October, 1905 (pp. 693-740),
and January, 1906 (pp. 11-51), a translation of an excellent monograph on this
poet written in Persian by my learned friend Mirza Muhammad b. ‘Abdu’l-
Wahhab of Qazwin. To this the more studious reader should refer, since it not only
supplements, but in some cases corrects, the account here given (Browne 1956:
1/324).

2. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland.
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1. The following critical study ... is from the pen of my accomplished friend Mirza
Muhammad of Qazwin, a Persian scholar of rare attainments in his own and the
Arabic languages, and of still rarer critical acumen (Qazwini & Browne 1905:
643).
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2. At Professor Browne’s suggestion the task was undertaken by a native scholar of
rare learning and judgement, Mirza Muhammad b. ‘Abdu ‘1-Wahhabi-i Qazwini,
whose critical introduction may safely be left to speak for itself (‘ Attar, 1905, p.16).
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1. [Qazwini] is now engaged in preparing a critical edition, with notes, of the
Chahar Magala, which, when ready, will be published by the Trustees of the E. J.
W. Gibb Memorial. In the course of his work he had occasion to collect materials
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too extensive to be incorporated in the notes on that text, and amongst them the

following study, compiled from numerous manuscript sources (Qazwini &

Browne 1905: 693).
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2. Of his notes | need say little: they speak for themselves, and will be appreciated

by every competent student alike for the wealth of material which they embody,

the wide reading of rare manuscripts and books which they display, and the

critical acumen, which they manifest throughout. In all these respects, to wit, the
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accuracy of the text, the introductory matter, and the critical notes, this volume,
thanks to the profound learning and indefatigable industry of Mirza Muhammad,
is | feel convinced, immeasurably superior to the other (Browne, English preface
to Lubab al-Albab, pp. 9-10).
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1. [It] may be recommended as a standard and permanent guide for all future editors
of Persian historical texts. ... With regard to M. M. Qazwini, the learned world
may be thankful that this scholar has been spared to complete a task which
probably no other scholar could have performed with such perfection of
knowledge and good judgement (Denison Ross in vol. 4, p. xi).
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1. Joseph Bédier (1864-1938).

2. Albert C. Clark (1859-1937).

3. Alfred E. Housman (1859-1936).

4. See: Metzger 1968: 145-162; id. 1963: 142-154; Clark 1969 (originally published
in 1918).
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and notes, renders the assertion that he “learned” the art of editing
from European Orientalists completely absurd.

European scholars were quite aware of Qazvini’s editorial skills.
For instance, in his English preface to the 3" volume of Qazvini’s
edition of The History of the World Conqueror, Sir Denison Ross
(1871-1940) writes that the edition: “may be recommended as a
standard and permanent guide for all future editors of Persian
historical texts” (Juwaini, 4: xi). Of course my point in all of this is not
that in spite of living in Europe for thirty-five years, and despite
access to vast European libraries and numerous scholarly journals,
Qazvini was not influenced by the scholarly atmosphere of the great
western centres of learning. He lived in such great cities as London,
Berlin, and Paris where great European editors such as Alfred E.
Housman (1859-1936) in Cambridge, Albert C. Clark (1859-1937) in
Oxford, and Joseph Bédier (1864-1938) in Paris were quite active. It
is highly unlikely that Qazvini would have remained unaware of their
activities. But even that fact is no proof that he “learned” the art of
editing from European Orientalists. Tagizadeh, Minovi, and other
Iranian scholars who have made the assertion, must have been
motivated by something other than facts of Qazvini’s life and
activities in Europe. They must have echoed the dominant discourse
of their time according to which, the “Oriental” is inferior and
subordinate to the “Oxidental.” It is this point of view, this oriental
inferiority complex that subjugates the more learned Qazvini to the
less competent Browne not anything in the factual or verifiable
relationship between the two friends and scholars.
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in his introduction to Nizami-ye ‘Aruzi’s Four Discources, which is
dated 14™ of January 1910, Qazvini specifies that he was asked to
undertake that edition four or five years earlier (Qazvini’s introduction, p.
k). That would place the beginning of his work on the text in 1905 or
1906, namely, one or two years after his arrival in England. However,
since in his English introduction to his translation of Qazvini’s long
essay on Mas ud-e Sa’d-e Salman, Browne states that the essay is in
fact made up of the material which Qazvini had collected for his
editorial notes to his edition of the Four Discourses (Qazvini & Browne
1905: 693), and since the first part of the essay was published in
October of 1905, Qazvini must have begun work on the Four
Discourses sometime before that date. Similarly, we know from
statements in the introductory essay of al-Mu jam fi Ma’a’iri Ash’ar
al- ‘4jam that the editing of the text was completed in 1905 although it
was not published until 1909. Also, because Qazvini’s editions of
Marzban Nama, al-Mu jam, and the Four Discourses are all published
in 1909, we may conclude that the actual editing of these texts had
been undertaken some time before that date. Furthermore, since the
introductory essay to his edition of the Lubab al-Albab is dated 1906,
it may be inferred that the edition of the text had begun sometime
before that date. Given all of this, it is difficult to believe that in spite
of all of these editorial activities assigned to him by Browne and
others, Qazvini seemed to them like a person who needed training in
European techniques of editing. The very brief time between
Qazvini’s arrival in Europe and the appearance of his many scholarly

editions of classical Persian texts with their extensive Introductions



16/ Ayene-ye Miras, Suppl. 33

I do not quote Browne’s many admiring statements about Qazvini in
order to legitimize Qazvini’s scholarship or learning by western
testimony. My aim is quite different. 1 want to first present the
evidence of the relationship between the two, which | pointed out, was
one of master and disciple, in order to move to an important context of
this relationship.

In 1904, when Qazvini entered England, he was 27 years of age,
while Browne (born in 1862) was 42 and Nicholson (born in 1868)
was 36 years old. In spite of their greater age and institutional
positions—both being Cambridge professors—Browne and Nicholson
defer to the young Qazvini’s greater learning, and ask him to compose
the introduction to Nicholson’s edition of the Tazkirat al-Awlia’. This
is hardly evidence of Qazvini learning at the feet of great European
Orientalists. A final note about Qazvini’s journey to and his editorial
activities in Europe needs to be mentioned in order to clarify the
sequence of events.

As | pointed out before, Qazvini left Iran on 19" of June, 1904 and
travelled to London by way of Russia, Germany, and Holland. Given
the possibilities of the time, such a trip would have taken between one
and two months to complete. Therefore, it is not unreasonable to
assume that Qazvini arrived in London sometime in Mid-August of
1904. Nicholson’s preface to his edition of the Tazkirat al-Awlia’, in
which Qazvini is named is dated October 12", 1904.

Therefore, Browne must have noticed Qazvini’s abilities within a
couple of months after his arrival in England, must have asked him to
compose his introductory essay to Nicholson’s edition of the Tazkirat
al-Awlia’, and Qazvini must have done so very quickly. Furthermore,
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account of ‘Attar which we yet possess, | shall in what here follows
make almost exclusive use of it (Browne 1956: 2/507).
These sentiments are echoed in Browne’s comments about Qazvini’s
account of the Juwaini family in his edition of The History of the
World Conqueror:
A full and critical account of this talented family, based on researches
equally extensive and minute, is given by Mirza Muhammad of
Qazwin, one of the finest and most critical Persian scholars whom |
ever met, in his introduction to the Tarikh-i-Jahan-gusha (Browne
1956: 3/21).
Browne not only meticulously acknowledges his debts to Qazvini’s
scholarship throughout his History, but also refers the reader to Qazvini’s
more complete and scholarly essay in the section of the History that deals
with the life and work of the poet, Mas’ud-e Sa’d-e Salman:
Since writing this, | have published in the J.R.A.S. for October, 1905
(pp. 693-740), and January, 1906 (pp. 11-51), a translation of an
excellent monograph on this poet written in Persian by my learned
friend Mirza Muhammad b. ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab of Qazwin. To this the
more studious reader should refer, since it not only supplements, but
in some cases corrects, the account here given (Browne 1956: 2/324 n.1).
In his introduction to the translation of Qazvini’s essay on Mas’ud-e
Sa’d-e Salman, Browne once again expresses his admiration for
Qazvini’s learning and critical judgment:
The following critical study ... is from the pen of my accomplished
friend Mirza Muhammad of Qazwin, a Persian scholar of rare
attainments in his own and the Arabic languages, and of still rarer

critical acumen (Qazwini & Browne 1905: 693).
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European Orientalists who were not burdened by such feelings,
have a more accurate assessment of Qazvini’s abilities and of what he
brought to the editing of classical Persian texts in Europe. Aside from
peppering his writings with praise of Qazvini’s scholarship (Browne
1956: 2/13, 365, 494, 508, 509 n.2; 3/66, 88 n.13, 106 n.2, 153 n.1; 4/484-85),
Browne acknowledges Qazvini’s influence on the quality of the
European tradition of Persian literary criticism by such statement as:
“... the high traditions of criticism and accuracy established by Mirza
Muhammad khan of Qazwin [my italics]” (Browne 1956: 4/490). As far
as Browne was concerned, the high traditions of criticism and
accuracy that marks Qazvini’s scholarship was not something that he
learned in Europe, but something that he created—presumably by
adjusting his native scholarship to his new European environment.

What the Iranian critics misunderstand in the relationship of
Qazvini and Browne is that it was Qazvini who acted as the mentor in
this association, and Browne, who had the role of the disciple; not the
other way around. Throughout the volumes of his Literary History,
Browne quotes Qazvini and draws on his learning to support his own
statements. For instance, almost all of what he writes about ‘Attar in
his History is taken from Qazvini’s introduction to Nicholson’s
edition of the Tazkerat al-Awliya .

To the first volume [of Nicholson’s Tazkerat al-Awliya’] is prefixed a
critical Persian preface by my learned friend Mirza Muhammad b.
‘Abdu’l-Wahhab of Qazwin, who constructed it almost entirely out of
the only materials which can be regarded as trustworthy, namely, the
information which can be gleaned from the poet’s own works. As this

preface is untranslated, and is moreover, the best and most critical
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ilk who first voiced the view that Qazvini “learned” his editorial
technique from the Europeans, not European Orientalists who knew
Qazvini and worked with him.

Edward Browne who struck a life-long friendship with Qazvini
almost from the very beginning of the latter’s arrival in England,
writes in his monumental A Literary History of Persia:

... although their [i. e. traditional Muslim scholars’] scholarship is
generally of a somewhat narrow Kind, it is, so far as it goes, sound,
accurate, and even in a sense critical. The finest Persian scholar |
know, Mirza Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab of Qazwin, is one who
has superimposed on this foundation a knowledge of European critical
methods acquired in England, France, and Germany (Browne 1956: 4/372).

But there is a great difference between superimposing something
on something else, as Browne claims that Qazvini did by adding his
traditional learning to western research methods, and “learning” the
art of editing from Europeans. It goes without saying that Qazvini’s
life in Europe where well-organized library collections and various
specialized journals were available and where scholars could easily
exchange views—resources that were unavailable in Iran of his
time—deeply influenced his access to and processing of information.
But even this fact does not justify the claim that he learned his
editorial technique from the western scholars. Indeed, no western
Orientalist who knew Qazvini ever presumed to make such a
suggestion. Sadly, the task was left to his own countrymen, who
inspired by the inferiority complex that permeates much of the text
and subtext of their writing, made the claim.
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region (Qazvini 1305: 587). Even the French Orientalist, Dozy, for whose
work Qazvini had a great deal of respect has not been spared (Afshar
1351: 106). By contrast to his view of most European Orientalists,
Qazvini shows great admiration for the work of the Muslim scholars
with whom he was familiar, whether those who lived and worked in
Europe (e.g., Muhammad Igbal, see Afshar 1351: 33, 35, 43) or those who did
not (Afshar 1351: 90, 144, 183; and Yad-dasht-ha, pp. 2576, 2636). As far as a
qualitative comparison between the editorial works of the Orientalists
and the traditional Muslim scholars is concerned, Qazvini clearly
favours the latter and considers the texts of most European editions of
Arabic, Persian, and Turkish books that have been edited by European
editors to be defective (Bist Magala, 2/ 320-21).

In view of Qazvini’s low opinion of the editorial works of the
western Orientalists, the claim that he emulated their technique, or
learned the art of editing from them is an unfounded and absurd claim.
Such an assertion is not rooted in any verifiable fact of Qazvini’s life,
but rather in that ubiquitous feeling of inferiority and inadequacy that
marks almost all of the writings of the majority of “Oriental” scholars
who came into contact with their “Orientalist” counterparts. This way
of thinking automatically grants primacy to the Occidental and places
the Oriental in a subordinate position. Therefore, the “Oriental”
Qazvini could not have possibly been competent before coming into
contact with the West. If his editorial technique and skills were
impressive, he must have obtained them from some western source
rather than having brought them to the West from his native Orient.
Needless to say, the most vocal proponents of this view tend to be
“Orientals” themselves. It is the likes of Minovi, Tagizadeh, and their
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of Manuchehri’s divan (Afshar 1351: 62) as well as the works of Louis
Massignon are subjected to harsh scorn. Qazvini was especially
vitriolic towards the young Massignon, whom he considered to be an
ambitious and exceedingly ignorant youth (Afshar 1351: 103). In
reference to the work of the German Orientalist, Karl Stissheim (1878-
1947), he writes that all of what he has included in his introduction to
his edition of a certain Saljuq history should be taken with a grain of
salt because much of it is made up by his active imagination and like
many Orientalists who are always out to discover something new and
say something that no one else has said before, and when no text or
evidence in support of their views may be found they pull something
out of the active treasury of their imaginations and desires in order to
present it as historical facts—much like the French Derenbourg in his
introduction to al-Fakhri and this very Siissheim ... and many other
European Orientalists that I don’t care to enumerate here. ... One
cannot put the least bit of trust in what Stssheim writes (Yad-dasht-ha,
pp. 2123-24).

To these, may be compared his negative assessment of Victor
Chauvin (1844-1913) and his work (Yad-dasht-ha, pp. 2139-40), Joseph
von Hammer Purgstall (1774-1856) (Afshar 1351: 142), and the Russian
Orientalist Bertels, about whom he writes that his absurd statements
concerning Persian literature is so ridiculous that they “can bring a
mother who has lost her child to laughter” (Afshar 1351: 226). Henri
Massé’s work is described as “superficial” (Afshar 1351: 142) and the
views of the British Orientalist, Guy Le Strange (1854-1933)
regarding the language of Azerbaijan are called incorrect and “born

out of his lack of familiarity with historical circumstances” of the



10/ Ayene-ye Miras, Suppl. 33

concerned; Derenbourg however, is another story altogether.
Qazvini’s assessment of Derenbourg’s competence was quite
negative. He dubs him “Abu Huraira,” which among Shiite scholars,
is another way of calling someone a liar and a fabricator. As far as
Derenbourg’s editorial abilities are concerned, Qazvini writes that
most of what he says in his introductory essay to his edition of al-
Fakhri is incorrect and is entirely made up by a person who is nothing
but a shameless fabricator. The rest of Derenboug’s introduction is
full of errors because of his complete ignorance and lack of familiarity
with historical sources. He adds, “otherwise, it may be a combination
of both circumstances, namely [Derenbourg being] a fraud, a
charlatan, a fabricator, a perjurer, and a liar, as well as being ignorant,
unwitting, and unfamiliar with Islamic histories” (Yad-dasht-ha, pp. 2127-28).

The fact of the matter is that Qazvini was quite censorious of the
work of most — but not all — of the European Orientalists. In his
notes to the second volume of The History of the World Conqueror, he
criticizes the views of a number of them about the correct names of
some historical personages (Juwaini, 2/ 291-92) and in the third volume
of the same book, complains about the European editor’s deletion of a
great deal of information from another history of the Mongol period
(Juwaini, 3/ p. kj). In a letter to Tagizadeh, dated 1921, he harshly
criticizes the editorial technique of the French Orientalist, Schefer in
his edition of Naser-e Khosrow’s Travels, and writes that “it is full of
blatant errors.” In the same letter, however, he points out that
Schafer’s works should not be given the same credence as due the
works of Noldeke and others like him (Afshar 1351: 51-52; cf. Varavini, p.
h). Not only Schafer’s edition of the Travels, but Kazimirsky’s edition
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Strictly speaking, Qazvini exercised a greater influence on the
European Orientalists of his time than they did on him. This is a fact
that is neither commonly recognized nor adequately acknowledged.
Professor Minorsky writes that he often used to go to Qazvini’s home
to ask for guidance and whenever Qazvini asked him a question, he
trembled in fear. He adds:

Those days were like a second university course for me, ... when I
could learn at the foot of one of the great legendary scholars of the
classical times, whose names are mentioned in voluminous tomes. A
large number of European, Indian, and Turkish scholars used to come
to him in order to ask his advice on scholarly questions. I personally
have hundreds of postcards and letters from him in which he has
explained difficult problems to me” (Minorsky 1333: 20-22).

Qazvini himself points out that he attended the courses offered by
two European scholars. One of these was a course offered by the great
Indo-Europeanist, Antoine Meillet, and the other was a course that the
Arabist, Hartwig Derenbourg offered on ancient Arabian orthography.
None of these subjects were covered in traditional Muslim training;
and a traditionally trained scholar such as Qazvini, who was interested
in learning something about these subjects, had to learn them from
Europeans. However, unlike Arabic palaeography and Indo-European
linguistics, textual criticism was covered in traditional scholarship —
especially on hadith — and neither Qazvini nor any other formally
trained Muslim scholar had to learn it from Europeans.

It is, of course, reasonable to assume that Qazvini, who at the time
was in his late twenties, may have learned much from Meillet as far as
modern techniques of research and comparative studies were
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he adds that one should not dismiss opinions of a large number of
classical Muslim authorities merely on the basis of the opinion of
contemporary western scholars. The determining standard in all cases,
he believes, should be the evidence of classical texts rather than
anything else (Afshar 1358: 296).

There is no doubt that Qazvini took advantage of the vast textual
resources that were available to him in well-organized western
libraries, and also emulated the relatively more objective research
methods of European scholars. But this is not the same thing as
“learning the art of editing” from westerners. Indeed, a mere glance at
the history of the Persian texts that were edited under the patronage of
the Gibb Memorial Series shows that the number of these editions
grows considerably as soon as Qazvini’s arrival in Europe, and drops
noticeably as soon as he leaves that continent. In other words, the
authority and value of the Persian editions that were sponsored by the
Gibb Memorial Series depended to a large extent on Qazvini and his
editorial technique and on his editorial acumen rather than on some
ephemeral “European editorial technique.” Qasem Ghani says as
much when he writes that shortly after Qazvini’s arrival in Europe,
Browne and a number of other European scholars were impressed by
his learning and scholastic value, and decided to put it to good use
(Ghani 1360: 850, cf. 855 and Ghani 1330: 37). Pourdavoud confirms Ghani’s
assessment, and writes that after Qazvini’s appearance in the
European Orientalist circles, Professor Marquart, who was not aware
of Qazvini’s presence in Berlin, wrote to the Kaveh editor in 1915,
“that Iran, which can still produce a scholar of Qazvini’s calibre will

never die” (Pourdavoud 1928: xv).
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Qazvini’s numerous critical comments about European editions of
Islamic texts leave no doubt about his attitude toward the ability of
most western editors who were active during his stay in Europe. What
comes through loud and clear in his comments is that he did not trust
western editors, let alone consider their work worthy of imitation.

Taqizadeh points out that Qazvini’s critical method and approach
was essentially the one that was in use among the great scholars of
old, such as Tabari, Biruni, Zamakhshari, Jahiz, and others (Tagizadeh
1329: 75-76). This is essentially a correct interpretation. Qazvini did not
introduce western editorial methods into Iran; rather he revived the
ways of the classical Muslim scholars. In a letter addressed to Abbas
Eqgbal and dated August 1923, that is two years before Eqbal’s first
trip to Europe, Qazvini responds to Ahmad Kasravi’s harsh critique of
Edward G. Browne’s English translation of The History of Tabaristan,
and expresses his delight and amazement about the sound critical
approach of both Eqgbal and Kasravi, and agrees with Kasravi’s
criticisms but points out that because of his personal affection for
Browne and because such errors are typical of western scholars’ work,
he does not feel comfortable to pass them to Browne (Qazvini 1335: 4-5,
6-9). These views are echoed again in another letter to Yahya
Qaraguzlu (Nasiri 1283: 54).

The truth of the matter is that the longer Qazvini lived in Europe,
the more distrustful he grew of western Orientalists’ works, and the
more often he expressed this distrust in his personal letters. For
instance, in his letter dated March 11" of 1912 and addressed to
Taqgizadeh, he acknowledges his admiration for some European

scholars’ considerable caution in their historical researches. However,
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return has been somewhat vaguely stated as “because of the outbreak
of the Second World War” (Mo’in 1329: 41), or as he himself writes “the
difficult circumstances of foreigners’ lives in those areas” (Qazvini
1329: 24). | think it is likely that Qazvini left France because his wife
was Jewish, and he returned to Iran in order to protect his wife and
daughter from possible detention by the Nazi occupation forces.
Whatever the reasons for his eventual return to the land of his birth, as
| pointed out earlier, in none of the hundreds of references to his
association with western Orientalists that are scattered throughout his
writings, has Qazvini included a single word about any scholarly debt
to any of them in the specific area of textual editing. He has, however,
praised many of his European friends for their learning and
scholarship.

As far as Qazvini’s assessment of western Orientalists of his time is
concerned, in spite of his respect for a few of them, his general
evaluation is quite negative. In his long biographical essay, included at
the beginning of the first volume of his scholarly papers, he writes:

In Europe, the number of those with pretentions to Orientalism, fake
scholars, and charlatans is much greater than the number of true
Orientalists and real scholars. ... This may be because as soon as
some of these people gain a rudimentary knowledge of one or two
oriental languages ... they are appointed as professors of several
language such as ... Persian, Turkish, and Arabic together with all the
scientific and artistic texts in these languages, and take over the duties
of teaching all of them in all of their various dialects. ... Occasionally
they distort some of these poor Persian, Arabic, or Turkish texts and

print them in editions that are full of blatant errors (Bist Magala, 1/ 24-25).
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1962), Henri Massé (1886-1969), Edgar Blochet (1870-1937), and
Paul Pelliot (1878-1945). However, although Qazvini was quite
meticulous about acknowledgement of all scholastic debts, there is not
a single word concerning having learned anything about editorial
techniques from any of them. On the contrary, the editorial styles and
the poor scholarly approach of some of these Orientalists have been
severely criticised in some of Qazvini’s writings and private letters,
and we will refer to some of these later in this essay. Qazvini stayed in
Paris until October of 1915, when his access to the manuscripts that he
needed for preparing his edition was severely curtailed because of the
outbreak of the First World War, and he had to leave Paris for Berlin.

The third period of Qazvini’s stay in Europe began on Wednesday,
27" October 1915, when he entered the city of Berlin. This was one of
the most difficult but also fruitful periods of his European stay. He
began a long and productive friendship with Tagizadeh and
contributeed several important essays to Taqizadeh’s literary and
political journal, Kaveh. Aside from developing close relationships
with a number of exiled Iranian luminaries, such as Pourdavoud,
Jamalzadeh, Iranshahr, and Tarbiyat, he made the acquaintance of
several German Orientalists, such as Sebastian Beck (1878-1951),
Edward Sachau (1845-1930), Eugen Mittwoch (1876-1942), Bernhard
Moritz (1859-1939), and Martin Hartmann (1851-1918) (Bist Magala, 1:
23). Qazvini’s stay in Berlin lasted until the end of the First World
War, after which he returned to Paris in January of 1920 (Bist Maqala, 1:
26; Yad-dasht-ha, pp. 2610-13).

His second trip to Paris, which was the fourth phase of his life in
Europe, lasted until his return to Iran in 1939. The reason for his
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Semitic atmosphere of the time would have forced Qazvini to hide his
studying at that school (Ghani 1360: 849; cf. Forooghi 1388: 99, 106). At any
rate, there may be no doubt that Qazvini was fluent in French before
moving to Europe. We know that he used to read and translate French
books and articles as early as 1902/1320 A.H. (Forooghi 1388).

Qazvini left Iran for England by way of Russia, Germany, and
Holland on 19" of June 1904, when he was twenty-seven years old
(Bist Magala, 1: 13). At this time, he was a competent young scholar with
an impressive command of Islamic sciences of his time. Therefore,
those who credit his association with the European Orientalists as the
source of his impressive scholarly achievements later in life, tend to
ignore the fact that he had already been fully trained by the best
Muslim scholarship that Iran had to offer and it is highly unlikely that
any European Orientalist could offer him more. Edward G. Browne
(1862-1926) with whom he formed a close life-long friendship, has
repeatedly expressed his amazement at the young Qazvini’s learning.

In the course of his stay in London, Qazvini comes to the attention
of the directors of the Gibb Memorial Foundation, who ask him to
prepare a critical edition of Juwaini’s The History of the World
Conqueror. He agrees, and in April of 1906, he leaves London for
Paris where better manuscripts of the text were available. This trip
marks the beginning of the second period of his European sojourn.

In Paris, Qazvini came into contact with a number of French
scholars and Orientalists. The most important of these were Charles
Schefer (1820-1898), Hartwig Derenbourg (1844-1908), Antoine
Meillet (1866-1936), Gabriel Ferrand (1864-1935), Clément Huart
(1854-1926), Paul Casanova (1861-1926), Louis Massignon (1883-
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Marvi school in Tehran (Yad-dasht-ha, pp. 2248-49). He learned the basics
of Islamic jurisprudence under Mulla Muhammad ‘Ali-ye Amoli at
the Khazen al-Mulk school, and its advanced level under Haj Mirza
Hasan-e¢ Ashtiyani (d. 1316 A.H.). Additionally, he studied with a
number of other luminaries of his time, whose names are listed in his
autobiographical essay, which was included in the first volume of his
collected essays (Bist Maqala, pp. 9-10). He also mentions his great debt
to one of the founders of modernism in Iran, namely, Muhammad
Husain-e Forooghi, who greatly influenced him in his youth, and with
whose son, Muhammad ‘Ali Forooghi, he had a life-long friendship.
Thus, before his emigration to Europe, Qazvini was already a fine
scholar, and was highly trained in the traditional Islamic sciences of
his time. This fact is acknowledged in Taqizadeh’s speech in
Qazvini’s memorial ceremony. Tqgizadeh adds that before traveling to
Europe, Qazvini was one of the best teachers of Arabic grammar in
Tehran (Tagizadeh 1329: 80).

Qazvini learned French very well at the Alliance School when he
was quite young (Forooghi 1388: 266). Qasem Ghani, who having studied
in French schools of Beirut and France knew French quite well, and
who was one of his close friends and associates, states that Qazvini
knew the language as well as a French university professor (Ghani 1360:
857; id. 1379: 170). Interestingly enough, Qazvini does not mention his
having ever attended the Alliance School in any of his writings.
Indeed, he may have told his friend, Tagizadeh, that he learned French
at the San Louis School in Tehran (Tagizadeh 1329: 73). This may have
been because he wanted to keep his attending the Alliance School
secret because that school was run by Jews and the mildly anti-
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I believe that Qazvini’s approach to textual criticism was the same
approach that was in use for more than a millennium among
traditional Muslim scholars. What he adopted from the West was not
the art of editing but the style of presenting the final product. That is,
rather than indicating textual variants on the margin of the text with
the use of notations, = or 3 to show that the variant is taken from
another manuscript as traditional scholars used to do, he employed the
modern method of including textual variants in footnotes or endnotes.
He also adopted the practice of systematic description of his witnesses
from western scholarship. However, as far as the actual task of editing
and his critical approach was concerned, Qazvini did was not indebted
to any European scholar or method. His approach and techniques were
purely those that were in use among Muslim scholars for a very long
time. In order to understand this better, we must review the story of
Qazvini’s education in Iran, the account of his emigration to Europe,
and his scholarly activities in the West.

Qazvini was born in March of 1877. He learned the basics of
Arabic grammar and syntax from his father, Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Abd
al-'Ali-ye Qazvini until the age of twelve, when his father passed
away. After that, he continued his training in the Mu’ayyer al-
Mamalek school under such great scholars as Haj Sayyed Mustafa
Qanatabadi (d. 1340 A.H.), and Haj Sayyed Mustafa Qayeni (Mo’in
1329: 38). He then studied the preliminaries of Islamic Law (figh) for
five or six years under Haj Sayyed Muhammad Sadeq-e Tehrani (Yad-
dasht-ha, pp. 2270-71) and its advanced level under Sheykh Fazlullah-e
Noori (d. 1327 A.H.). Sometime before the year 1319 A.H., he studied
Islamic philosophy under Haj Sheykh ‘Ali-ye Noori at the Khan



To the young scholars who host this old man every year:
Amir Emami, Ardavan Amirinejad, Javad Bashari,
Shahriyar Shahindeji, Pejman Firoozbakhsh, Saeed

Layan, Arham Moradi, and Mohammad Afshin-Vafaei.

It has become something of a scholarly convention to begin every
discussion of the history of textual criticism in Iran by claiming that
Mohammad Qazvini learned the technique of modern textual criticism
from Europeans during his stay in Europe and taught it to his
countrymen when he returned to Iran. Some years ago, when A.
Miransari interviewed me by email about editing techniques, |
objected to this notion in one of his questions and pointed out that
although Qazvini was very careful to give credit where credit was due,
in many thousands of pages of his published note, personal letters,
scholarly writings, and autobiographical essays, he has never
mentioned a debt of gratitude to his European friends. | added that the
absurd claim of Qazvini’s obligation to western editing techniques is
solely an inference based on the fact that he lived in Europe for over
thirty years and associated with a number of great European Orientalists.
However, living and studying sin Europe is one thing and learning the art
of editing Persian and Arabic texts from Europeans is another.
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