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ornate literary prose of the Ma ‘athir of Mirza MuhammadShafi‘, an
author’s copy of which is kept at the Islamic Consultative Assembly
Library and isused by the presentauthor, provides useful information about
the life and public works of Mirza MuhammadShafT ‘, the governor of Yazd,
(like the Shafi ‘Tyyah School of Yazd from the Safavid Era) and useful references to
social life of that period (like ‘Adilshahi paper and the gold woven designs).
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al-A"wam by Sun‘ullah Ni‘matullahi Kirmani, recounting the life and
times of Shah Ni‘matullah Wali and his descendants, and Ma'athir of
Mirza MuhammadShafi ‘, the provincial vizier of Yazd during the reign
of Safavid Shah Sulayman, by ‘Irfan Yazdi.

This is a review of Ma’athir of Mirza MuhammadShafi’, the
provincial vizier of Yazd at the end of Shah Sulayman’s reign and early
in the reign of Shah Sultan Husayn of the Safavid Dynasty. The author,
Muti® b. Mahmid, using the nickname ‘Irfan, was a prominent mystic,
scholar, and literary figure of Yazd in the late 11th and early 12th
century. This small treatise recounts the life and public works of Mirza
MuhammadShafi® during his governorship in Yazd.

As mentioned before, Yazd was brought under the direct administra-
tion of the central government as crown land during the Safavid Era,
and was administered by the central government agents who were called
vizier. The viziers enjoyed full political and economic authority in their
administrative area, who were also tasked with remitting to the central
government the provincial revenue for civil and military expenses.
Among those who were assigned to the governorship of Yazd during
this period were various ethnic elements, including the Tajiks and slaves
of the shah such as the Georgians. The viziers who, in addition to their
particular political and economic role, had an active presence in the
cultural, social, and public spheres during their assignment, enjoyed
anespecially high status in the provinces and were highly respected by
scholars and literary men.

Mirza MuhammadShafi® is among such viziers. Through his public
works, he prompted ‘Irfan Yazdi to write the Ma “athir a tribute to the
provincial vizier. The treatise, however, is adapted and abstracted from
ShawkatNamah. This latter treatise was written by Mirza Muhammad-
Rahima, the vizier of Safi Quli Khan Daghistani, the military governor of
Chukhorsa‘d, on the life and public works of the military governor. The



Editor’s preface

The territorial integrity of Iran under Safavid Shiite rule led, along with
the flourishing of general and family histories, to the creation of a vast
range of local chronicles and histories in the 10th/16th to 12th/18th
centuries. The trend continued even during the reign of Shah Abbas
(996/1571-1038/1629) and his successors whose relentless centralization
policies led to the decline of many local Iranian dynasties and brought
the indirectly administered provinces (mamatlik) under the direct admin-
istration of the Safavid government (Khassa). Yazd province was among
the territories that were directly administered by the central government
from the days of Shah Tahmasb (930/1524-984/1576) through the reign of
Shah Abbas. The Safavid rulers assigned provincial governors, called
vazir-i vilayat, for the administration of such provinces. The practice
was established during the reign of Shah Abbas for the province of Yazd
and continued through the reign of Shah Sulayman (1077/1666-1105/1694)
and Shah Sultan Hussain (1105/1694-1135/1722).

Despite such circumstances, however, small treatises and mono-
graphs were still written on the lives and times of local personalities.
Apart from one of the most important local chronicles and biographies
of the period —namely, Jami * Mufidi by Muhammad Mufid Mustowf1
Bafqi- which significantly consists of biographies of provincial viziers
of the region along with other prominent figures from different social
classes of Yazd Province, these small treatises include Sahifahyi
Ja 'fart, on the life and times of a descendant of the Holy Prophet named
AbtJa‘far Muhammad ‘Urayzi Yazdi (assigned as governor of Yazd from
among the elders of Ni‘matullahi family, and whose son, Amir Ghiyath al-Din
Muhammad Mir-i Miran Yazdi, was also vizier and sheriff of the province), by
Sayyid Muhammad b. Nasir al-Haqq Nirbakhsh and dedicated to the
ShahNi ‘matullah BaqtHusayn1Yazdi; Sawanih al-Ayyam fi Mushahidat






Ma’athir of MirzaMuhammadShafi'
Evidence of Literary Plagiarism in the Safavid Period

By Muti‘ b. Mahmiid nicknamed ‘Irfan (alive in 1134/1722)

Edited by
MohammadReza Abuei Mehrizi






Gozaresh-e Miras

Quarterly Journal of Textual Criticism, Codicology and Iranology
Third Series, Supplement No. 10, Autumn 2016-Winter 2017

Ma'athir of MirzaMuhammadShafi'
Evidence of Literary Plagiarism in the Safavid Period

By Muti' b. Mahmiid nicknamed ‘Irfan (alive in 1134/1722)

Edited by
MohammadReza Abuei Mehrizi

Proprietor: The Written Heritage Research Institute
Managing Director & Editor-in-Chief: Akbar Irani
Assistant Editor: Masoud Rastipour

Managing Editor: Younes Taslimi-Pak

Printing: Noghre abi

No. 1182, Enghelab Ave., Between Daneshgah & Aburayhan streets, Tehran, Iran
Postal Code: 1315693519
Tel.: +98 21 66490612 , Fax:+98 21 66406258

www.mirasmaktoob.ir
gozaresh@mirasmaktoob.ir

~ This journal is availableon
Www.noormags.ir , Www.magiran.ir & www.islamicdatabank.com




