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Egyptian sources. Religion and State during the Mongol Period in
Iran was first published in 1367/ 1988 by Markaz-e Nashr-e
Daneshgahi, and won the Book of the Year prize in 1370/ 1991. It has
since been an important source for the study of Mongol period in Iran
for research and academic centers.

It’s worth mentioning that the investigation of historians’ approach
to the Mongol invasion of Iraq in the light of authentic and first-hand
accounts from Baghdad, and comparison of such accounts with
Syrian/ Egyptian historical narratives form part of al-Hadi’s research
interest. The result of his long-term research has been published in a
book entitled |‘adatu Kitabat al-Ta‘rikh, al-Ghazw al-Mughuli
lil- ‘Irag Unmuzajan. The book was first published in 2009 by Dar
al-Wasat publications in London. A revised edition, with additions,
was also published in 2012 in Iran. | hope to be able to furnish the
Persian translation of this important work, since | believe it can change
our historians and researchers’ view of some historical events, and show
the necessity of “rewriting the history” for researchers in this field.



Translator’s preface

The present article is the Persian translation of an Arabic paper
entitled “Rashid al-Din Hamadani and Baghdadi Accounts of the
Mongol Invasion of Iraq” by the esteemed scholar Yousef
al-Hadi. The Arabic paper has not, to the best of my knowledge, been
published elsewhere. Yousef al-Hadi contributed the paper to a
conference held in honor of Professor Mohammad Rowshan in which
the publication of a corrected edition of Jami‘al-Tawarikh (Iran and
Islam section) compiled by Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah Hamadani was
also celebrated. The ceremony was held on the 4th of Dey, 1392/ 24th
of December, 2013 by The Written Heritage Research Center in
Tehran, in which al-Hadi presented an abstract of his paper.

Al-Hadi argues that Rashid al-Din Hamadani based his historical
account of the Mongol invasion of Iraq on the narratives by the
historians who were living in Baghdad when the Mongols launched
their invasion into the city, and whose authentic and first-hand
accounts were among the reliable sources for this period. This is while
later accounts by Syrian and Egyptian historians were full of
fabricated and biased narratives. Al-Hadi believes that the latter
accounts are unjustifiably used by contemporary historians,
researchers and orientalists.

To show the influence exerted by such historians and researchers,
Al-Hadi reviews Religion and State during the Mongol Period in Iran
(Din va Dowlat dar Iran-e ahd-e Mogol) by Dr. Shirin Bayani as an
example, where he tries to trace the influence of unreliable Syrian and
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